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A NEW ERA FOR PARA WORLD SAILING

This is a new era for Para Sailing  
following the merger of the International 
Association for Disabled Sailing [IFDS] 
into World Sailing less than a year 
ago.

World Sailing’s resources,  
professionalism and focus are already 
having a significant impact on Para  
Sailing’s growth and exposure.

World Sailing very much looks forward 
to being a valued and trusted partner of 
the IPC and we hope that our  
membership will be formally approved 
by the General Assembly. 



There have been a number of advances in Para Sailing 
since IFDS merged with World Sailing.

• World Sailing has set up the Para Sailing Committee with 
World Sailing Vice President Scott Perry as chief liaison to embed 
Para Sailing across the organisation.

• World Sailing is investing over £100k in 2015 alone to create 
two Para World Sailing Development Programmes involving  
athletes and coaches from 8 nations.

• Over 30 nations will compete at the 2015 Para World Sailing 
Championship in Australia in November/December.  

• The merger of Para Sailing organisations with their  
Member National Authority [MNA] will be completed by end 
2016 to enhance alignment and professionalization - nations such 
as Brazil are committed to complete its merger shortly.    

• Para Sailing is reviewing disciplines, equipment and  
qualification systems for future Paralympic Games to ensure  
maximum global participation. The promotion of Para Sailing is 
now a vital component of World Sailing’s global marketing and 
media activities to drive exposure of the sport. 

DEVELOPMENTS “The thing that I enjoy 

most is the freedom and 

able to go out and to sail 

with the wind blowing 
onto my face.” 

Apple, Sailor, Paralympic  
Development Program



 
Sailing is one of the very few  
outdoor Paralympic sports. It is the 
only sport where athletes with the 
highest level of disability can  
compete equally against athletes with 
other disabilities.   

We have a track record of gender  
equality where male and female  
athletes compete together and against 
each other, with equal prize money 
with able-bodied sailors.

A UNIQUE PARALYMPIC SPORT
“Sailing is such a fantastic thing, you get out of your 

wheelchair, you become just like everybody else.”
Mandy Latimore Sailor, Paralympic Development Program



The Tokyo 2020 Sailing 
venue can be seamlessly 
integrated from Olympic to 
Paralympic Games mode at 
virtually no cost.

We continue to have the full 
support of the Tokyo  
Organising Committee of 
the Paralymic Games to 
host Para World Sailing  
in Enoshima.
 

Para Sailing faces an uncertain future 
without Tokyo 2020 inclusion.
 
Even with World Sailing’s commitment 
and resources, Para World Sailing faces 
an uncertain future having been  
excluded from Tokyo 2020. 
 
World Sailing very much hopes that the 
fundamental changes that have taken 
place in Para World Sailing over the 
last 12months since the merger with 
IFDS will help us return to the Paralympic 
Games.   

UNCERTAIN FUTURE“It’s quite exciting 
to be in it and this  
feeling of formula 
one- it’s top.”
Joao Pinto (EST), Sailor,  
Paralympic Development Program



World Sailing is the world  
governing body for the sport. it is 
the guardian of The Racing Rules 
of Sailing and elite competition 
and promotes the sport in all its 
forms.

Founded in 1907 as the IYRU, 
World Sailing now has more than 
135 member nations for whom 
it provides a uniform framework 
of rules and regulations on many 
aspects of the sport. Over 100  
different types of boat are 
recognized by World Sailing. 

representing sailors in all  
matters concerning the sport.

World Sailing  is also re-
sponsible for the training of 
judges, umpires and other of-
ficials and developing sailing 
throughout the world.

WORLD SAILING 
A  SPORT FOR LIFE

“I am a polio patient since very young, so running around has been 

something I hoped for. On land, I can’t do much about it but in the water 

it’s a totally different experience. I can feel the freedom. I can go  

wherever I want to go. I point there, and my boat take me there.”
Albert Lamb, Sailor, Paralympic Development Program




